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IMPERIAL COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT  

Brad Poiriez is the Air Pollution Control Officer (APCO) for 
the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (you 
guessed it, ICAPCD). Brad has worked for the ICAPCD for 
18 years, and has held the position of APCO since 
4/1/2008. Itôs the job of the APCO to design and implement 
programs to improve local air quality. Brad and his staff 
monitor bad things in the air like dust, nitrous oxides, PM 
10 (particulate matter smaller than 10 microns), dust, tail-
pipe emissions from Mexicali, dust, and other air-borne 
toxins. A big responsibility of the ICAPCD is monitoring our 
local agricultural burn days. Meteorological conditions have 
to be just right before a burn permit is issued. A typical ag burn day is from 10am ï 3pm de-
pending on conditions. The County charges a $76 per year flat fee for up to 40 acres for an ag 

burn permit. Additional fees are required for additional acreage. In 2008, 52,000 acres were burned by the ag industry. 
66,000 acres in 2009. 2010 saw a drop in burned acreage. A total of 38,000 acres were burned that year. And in 2011, 
44,000 acres were burned. In 2011 there were 128 ñno burn daysò recorded.  
   Q & A - Bill Thomas complained about the dust mitigation fees he paid in order to build his new dealership. Brad said 
urban and rural dust creators all have to pay for dust mitigation. Ryan Childers asked why dust is regulated in a dusty 
environment. The answer is: dust is a health hazard. Jon Willis wondered if there is any sort of collaboration between 
the County air guys and their Mexicali counterparts. The answer is yes, but Mexicali has the worst air quality of all the 
Mexican border towns. The challenges are huge. Ed Snively questioned whether the white haze seen over the Valley 
while landing at the airport in Imperial comes from LA. Brad answered yes, and Orange County, Riverside, and San Ber-
nardino also contribute to that haze. One of the proactive programs administered by the ICAPCD is the school alerting 
system. Parents and teachers can see a green flag flying at participating schools indicating a ñgood air dayò, which 
means its okay for kids afflicted with breathing ailments to play outside. Larry Bratton thanked Brad for his interesting 
program by presenting him a certificate acknowledging a $10 contribution to Rotaryôs Polio Plus campaign, made in 
Bradôs name.  
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George McFadden was awarded Rotarian-of-the-Month 
by Presi-
dent 
Cyndy. For 
the last 10 
years, 
George 
has dutiful-
ly served 
as Santa at 
the clubôs 
Christmas 
party. 
George received a beautifully framed, full-color photo of 
him in action dressed as Santa at the recent Christmas 
party.   Thank you George!  

 



ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Bill Thomas reminded the Club that the Chamber 
of Commerce mixer AND the Grand Opening cer-
emonyto his newly re-located Honda dealership 
were happening later in the evening at the new 
dealership facility located on Thomas Lane. Our 
very own Don Thompson of Sizzler catered the 
event.  
   President Cyndy told the club that the Board 
approved the purchase 
of a table at the Blue 
Angels Air Show Gala, 
to be held on Friday, 
February 3, 2012 at 

NAF El Centro, in Hangar 4. Trish McNeece informed the club that 
cocktail hour starts at 6:30pm and dinner follows promptly at 
7:30pm. Trish reminded all prospective attendees of the need to 
show proper ID, including your date of birth at the guard gate, oth-
erwise youôll be denied access to the base and your tuxedo rental 
will have been wasted. Tickets for the event can be purchased 
online at www.ElCentroChamber.com. Tickets are $80 per person, 
or if a table of 8 is purchased, the ticket price is reduced to $75 
per person, $600 total.  
   Randy Miles, DDS reminded us that the Thousand Smiles event was happening on Friday 
and Saturday, February 3 and 4, 2012 in Ensenada, BC Mexico. This worthwhile event is the 
proud project of Rotary District 5340. Thousand Smiles is a cleft palate clinic that meets 4 
times a year in Ensenada. Potential patients are screened for financial need, so as to not 
impact the livelihoods of dentists and oral surgeons in the area. Anyone interested in volun-
teering for the event can speak to Randy about the trip itinerary and event details. Randy 
mentioned that buses will be provided for volunteers that depart Chula Vista at 5:30am on 
Friday and Saturday. On the return trip, the buses depart Ensenada each day at 5pm. Addi-
tional information can be obtained by visiting www.ThousandSmiles.org  
   It was noted that Rotary guest, Dr. Ray Loo found the club by searching on line 
www.ElCentroRotary.com       at Kudos to Aaron Popejoy for the good-looking website and 
search engine optimization that allowed Dr. Ray to find the club and our secret hideout with-
out hiring a detective.  
   Larry Bratton and Don Thompson announced the upcoming Curt Swain Annual El Centro 
Rotary Club TRI-TIP BARBECUE. Yes, itôs that time of year again! The format is the same 
as past years. Patrons drive through the El Centro Chamber of Commerce Building parking 
lot, hand tickets to a club volunteer, then drive away with their tasty meals. The big event is 
to be held on Thursday March 29, 2012 from 4pm to 7pm. All club members are expected to 
sell, sell, sell those blue tickets. The per-plate price is $10. Be sure to add your name to the 
barbecue work-duty sign-up sheet when itôs passed around the club during our weekly meetings. Volunteers who work 
the event will be exempt from fines on March 29, 2012. Those who sign up but donôt show upéwell you know whatôs in 
store for you!  
   Visiting Rotarian Chuck LePere invited El Centro Rotarians to experience fine wine and fine food at the El Dorado Hills 
Rotary Club & Cameron Park Rotary Club fundraiser called Wine at Town Center. El Dorado Hills and Cameron Park 
are near Sacramento. In the past, the event has featured 52 wineries and 22 restaurants. The date is Saturday, June 9, 
2012. Hereôs another reason to escape our summer heat. Tickets for the event are $45 per person, and can be pur-
chased online at www.CameronParkRotary.org, click on the Wine at Town Center link at the top of the website home 
page.  

Our next meeting will be held on  
Thursday, January 26, 2012 

the PAL facility located at 1100 North 4th St.   
Meet at 12:00 noon 

If you miss Rotary, you miss out! 
 

 


