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Rotary Highway Cleanup 
Th 
e Prez proceeded to introduce today’s program speaker 
which was her husband, Mike Becker (the Teacher Advi-
sor for the Southwest High School Interact Club).  Mike 
spoke to us about the growth of the Southwest Interact 
Club for which he is the sponsor / advisor and that club’s 
involvement in the ”Rotary Highway Cleanup” (which in-
cluded the collection of 21 pounds of golf balls that were 
returned to the Broken Spoke Country Club), the upkeep  
and maintenance of the “Little Libraries” as overseen by 
Jennifer Thomason, and the CAS program (Creativity, 
Activity and Service program) involving Interact Students 
in a range of activities alongside their academic studies. 
Also mentioned were the Summer Exchange Program, 
Interact Shirts for the membership, and other activities in 
the community.  It was a fun program to listen to!  Thanks 

 Announcements 
As a soon to be tradition, Dan Nuffer had the first lawyer joke of the new year.  He asked what was 
the difference between a female attorney and a pit bull.  His answer was “lipstick”.  

   Pastor Ron Griffen brought his prayer quilt for each of 
the members to tie a knot.  Most of us are praying for 
health and happiness through the year.  
   Trish McNeece spoke about the death of Shana Abat-
ti’s father, Steve Wills (a CHP officer), who required a 
double lung transplant after trying to save a child from a 
burning car.  In the end, Steve’s immune system over-
came his lungs.     Trish said they were planning a 
“Celebration of Life” and would inform the club accordingly.   
   Next it was the brothers Karamazov, or was it the brothers Plourd?  In any 
event, it turns out that the Honorable Christopher Plourd has been appointed 

to the Forensic Science Standards Board [FSSB]. For those that missed the newspaper article, the FSSB serves as the 
Organization of Scientific Area Committee’s (OSAC) governing board, approving standards for listing on the OSAC Reg-
istry and facilitating communications between OSAC and the forensic science community.  The OSAC is part of an initia-
tive by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) and the Department of Justice (DOJ) to strengthen 
Forensic Science in the United States. Consisting of a 13 person Board appointed on a nationwide basis the OSAC ’s 
purpose is to strengthen the nation’s use of forensic science by providing technical leadership and promoting standards / 
guidelines based on sound scientificA rather innovative punishment for Judge Plourd’s success consisted of a $50.00 
fine plus a promise to provide a future Rotary Club program about his new position on the forensic standards board.  
Then it was brother Bill Plourd’s turn.  His fine also consisted of $50.00 plus a promised future Rotary program.  Howev-
er, Bill’s promised program was to reveal the “real science” his brother Christopher practiced as a young man! We will 
leave it to you to figure out which Rotary Club program might prove to be more interesting. Kris pointed out that as part 
of our Rotary Highway Cleanup program Cal Trans requires some sort of permit.    
   The President also told us she is contemplating a number of things for the coming year, including a mystery trip, a pro-
gressive dinner, a “Cogers” event, etc.  To facilitate the planning of all these events, the Prez will also be releasing a 
“Calendar” for her Rotary year 



President Kris 
Becker began 
the first meeting 
of her Rotary 
Club presidency 
with the pledge 
by Bill Thomas, 
followed by the 
blessing/prayer 
by Todd Evangelist and the excellent (on 
tune) patriotic song led by Pastor Ron 
Griffen.  

 Pledge, Prayer and Song Visiting Rotarians and Guests of  Rotarians 

Our own visiting 
Rotarian, Richard 
Acosta, was at to-

day’s meeting.  Jen-
nifer Thomason’s 
guest was her son 
Mark Edward.  Ed 
Snively’s guest was James Garcia, a 

local Realtor and President Kris Becker’s guests were her 
sons Grant and Kyle.   

Whining and Fining 

Next came the Rotary Quiz as to what happened on this day in 1964 as presented to Robert Menvielle, 
John Levada, and Clifford Caldwell.  Robert answered that the movie  “A Hard Days Night” by the Beat-
les was first shown and it cost him $25.00.  Next, Clifford Caldwell correctly answered (with some help) 
that in 1962 the first Hydrogen Bomb was exploded in the continental United States (it cost him $25.00).  
The Third question about the Republican Party went to John Levada. It cost John $50.00 when the 

President reminded him that the 
Republican Party held its first 
convention in Jackson, Missouri 
on this date in 1854.  
   The next questions went to 
Wes Blakely, Liz Villalobos and 
Jennifer Thomason.  Wes cor-
rectly answered that President 
George W. Bush was born on this 

date in 1946.  Liz was asked about the actress born on this date that appeared in the famous shower 
scene (in the 1960 movie “Psyco”) where she is stabbed to death with a chef’s knife. The actress was 

Janet Leigh and she was born on this date in 1927.  Jennifer correctly answered that John Paul Jones, a famous United 
States Naval Commander was born on this date in 1747.  Jones is sometimes referred to (by those who admired him) as 
the “Father of the American Navy” and by those who disliked him as a “pirate”.  Most of us prefer the first description.   
   President Kris reminded us about the movie “A League of Their Own” and the story about manager Jimmy Dugan (a 
former Cubs slugger) who managed a woman’s baseball team known as the Rockford Peaches.  The movie included 
stars Geena Davis, Lori Petty, Madonna and Rosie O’Donnell.  What you must remember about the movie is not Jimmy 
Dugan relieving himself in the locker room, but that there is “NO CRYING IN BASEBALL” 

 

 

 

 Karina Alvarez won $15.00 in the weekly drawing. However, she 
did not win the large pot which was carried over from past presi-
dent Edgard’s year. 

 

POT 


